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FREE DOWNLOAD

AI phones under £500: how to
compare them without getting
pulled into hype
A practical guide for shortlist users who want to judge value, battery, storage, camera
usefulness, and the real upgrade gap after trade-in.

What this guide helps you do

• See which features actually matter in daily use
• Work out the real cost after trade-in or resale value
• Use a simple scoring method for monthly shortlist updates

Built for plain-English comparison, quick examples, and repeatable monthly shortlist updates.

Format
Short practical manual

Best with
Your shortlist page + calculator

Update rhythm
Monthly review
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CORE PRINCIPLE

The smartest phone is not always the smartest buy
Marketing often makes phone comparison feel more complicated than it needs to be. Most buyers do
better by focusing on battery, storage, support life, camera usefulness, and the amount they still need to
pay after trade-in.

Start with a hard budget

A fixed ceiling stops the comparison drifting
upward into phones you never planned to buy.

Compare the real gap

The real spend is the new-phone price minus the
likely value of your current phone.

Useful AI beats impressive AI

Photo cleanup, search, live translation, and writing
tools matter more than vague future promises.

Daily fit still wins

Battery, storage, display comfort, and smooth
everyday use usually decide whether the phone
still feels good six months later.

WHAT TO COMPARE FIRST

Use this order for a cleaner shortlist
If you compare everything at once, the page gets noisy. This order keeps the decision focused.

● Budget ceiling - decide the highest number before you browse.

● Trade-in or resale value - estimate the realistic amount you may get back.

● Storage tier - ask whether 128 GB, 256 GB, or more suits your real use.

● Battery and charging - many buyers feel this daily.

● Camera usefulness - compare what matters to your life, not just launch slogans.

● Support life and update confidence - especially important if you plan to keep the phone longer.
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Example only: a higher new-phone price can still be manageable if the trade-in value is strong and the phone fits the next
2-3 years better.

WORKED EXAMPLE

Use the upgrade-gap method
This method helps users compare a shortlist option against their current phone instead of against a
theoretical perfect phone.

Check Phone A Phone B Phone C

New phone price £399 £449 £639

Estimated trade-in £170 £170 £170

Cash gap £229 £279 £469

Likely support /
lifespan fit

Good Very good Very good

Best for Lowest spend Balanced upgrade Stretch choice

SCORING METHOD

A simple monthly scorecard
Use the same scorecard each month so the shortlist order stays explainable.

Factor Suggested weight How to think about it

Real upgrade gap 30% Best single value check

Battery / storage fit 25% Everyday usefulness

Camera and feature
usefulness

20% Only count what users will notice often

Support life 15% Important if the phone will be kept longer
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Factor Suggested weight How to think about it

Design / feel 10% Matters, but should not dominate the shortlist

COMMON MISTAKES

Where buyers overspend
Most overspending comes from a few habits.

● Buying for buzzwords instead of a real problem that needs solving.

● Ignoring storage and then regretting it after a few months.

● Comparing launch excitement instead of the actual upgrade gap.

● Paying flagship-like money for features that will barely be used.

● Not checking whether the current phone is still good enough for now.

USE THIS WITH YOUR SITE PAGES

Best workflow for visitors
Open the AI phones shortlist, use the trade-in estimator with a realistic condition score, then narrow the
decision to the two models that still look strongest after the upgrade-gap check.

Monthly update routine

1. Update the current shortlist prices. 2. Check whether the same model still sits under the price ceiling. 3.
Compare trade-in logic against the strongest rival. 4. Move ranking only when the real upgrade-gap value
changes. 5. Keep the shortlist useful for buyers, not just technically correct.


